[Effects of flunitrazepam on the baroreflex control of heart rate and on adrenergic activity].
The effects of intravenous flunitrazepam (25 micrograms . kg-1) on the baroreflex control of heart rate and plasma catecholamine levels were determined in ten ASA 1 unpremedicated patients. Plasma concentrations of flunitrazepam were also measured. The data was obtained before and 5, 10 and 15 min after flunitrazepam administration. The baroreflex gain was significantly decreased at 5 min, the time of the highest flunitrazepam plasma concentration. Catecholamine plasma levels were decreased at each study time. It was concluded that flunitrazepam induced a transient depression in baroreflex function and a sustained decrease in adrenergic activity.